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About Me
Arlington Historical Society

Board Member | Vice President | Newsletter | Social Media

—Born in Arlington
—Raised in Mansfield
—Lived in Arlington 20 years

—Writer / blogger
—Photographer

Exploring the Past and Present of Arlington
—Visit my blog at JasonSSullivan.com—
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About Fielder Museum

● James & Mattie Fielder 
residence, built in 1914

● Stayed in Fielder family until 
the 1950s

● Opened as Fielder House 
Museum in 1980

● Home to the Arlington 
Historical Society

● Features exhibits about the 
history of Arlington, Texas

Specific to today’s discussion—
Fielder Museum is both a legacy and a collection 3



Preserving a Legacy
Collecting the Past for the Future

Exploring how individuals, families, museums, and even cities 
save their heritage for future generations.
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What is a legacy?

“A legacy is one's lasting impact that influences future generations.”

—Sheryl Reed Rascher (last month’s presenter)

Legacies

● Tangible—family heirlooms, treasures, keepsakes, papers, & photos
● More than simply “stuff”
● Intangible—stories, traditions, achievements, ideas, values, or even a 

reputation
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What is a legacy?

Ultimately, a legacy is simply a 
collection of what we choose to 
give the future.

What is a collection?
A collection is a group of objects.

Biggest challenge for any 
collector is deciding what to keep 
and what to let go.
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What is a legacy?
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Creating a legacy involves deciding what 
offers the truest version of the past while 
building the firmest foundation for the future.



“Against The Wind” by Bob Seger & The Silver Bullet Band

“Well, those drifter's days are past me now
I've got so much more to think about

Deadlines and commitments
What to leave in, what to leave out”

Fun fact: Bob Seger & The Silver Bullet Band released their “Against the 
Wind” album in 1980—same year that Fielder Museum opened!
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The Core Dilemma—What to leave in, what to leave out

The Ideal vs. The Reality:
We can’t save everything—preservation 
requires choices and tradeoffs; saving 
“everything” dilutes the value.

The Collector's Challenge:
Every collector, from a family historian to a 
museum archivist, faces the same dilemma 
of what to keep and what to let go.

Rarely do these values intersect or line up neatly!

Values can be subjective, resulting in a judgment call.

Sentimental Value Historical Significance Monetary Worth

Personal meaning & 
connection

Community context & 
relation to a notable 
person, place, or event

Appraisal & financial 
reality

Competing Values
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Level 1 – The Individual: Preserving Personal Stories

The Challenge:
Overwhelming volume, unlabeled 
family photos, scattered notes, 
and personal clutter.

The Decision:
Deciding what best tells your 
personal story without passing 
down a burden of "stuff."
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Level 1 – The Individual: Preserving Personal Stories

Practical Solutions:

- Label photographs (names, dates, places.) Be specific and go a 
step further. “Grandpa at Christmas” doesn’t tell the full story. Label 
for others, not yourself. Share the “tribal knowledge.”

- Prioritize quality over quantity—curate the stuff and stories that 
represent the legacy.

- Record oral histories to give context to physical objects, which 
are often tricky to identify by others and the largest, most difficult to 
save. 11



Level 2 – The Family: Preserving the Generations

The Challenge:
Estate decisions, heirlooms split 
among relatives, lost family lore, 
and competing priorities between 
generations.

The Decision: 
Distinguishing between an 
object's sentimental value to you 
versus its interest to future family 
members.
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Level 2 – The Family: Preserving the Generations

Practical Solutions:

- Create digital archives or memory books to back-up, preserve, 
store, or share. Note that digital doesn’t always mean “permanent.” 
Easy to use, but easy to lose.

- Capture the stories behind the item so heirlooms don't lose their 
meaning.

- Decide which family artifacts belong in a “museum” rather than an 
attic. (Doesn’t have to be a history museum!)
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Attic or Museum?
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Arlington Downs artifact—
attic or museum?

Note: Look for this on the tour!



Level 3 – The Museum: Preserving Local History

The Challenge: 
Limited storage space, accession 
policies, and determining what 
holds lasting community value.

Museums aren't storage units, 
antique stores, or a donation 
shop like Goodwill—but they’re 
often the last stop.

The Decision: 
Turning private donations into 
public memory—how individual 
family records become the 
foundation of local history.
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Level 3 – The Museum: Preserving Local History

Practical Solutions:

- Clear collection scopes (focusing specifically on Arlington's people, 
places, and events).

- Professional conservation, indexing, and digital access for 
researchers.

- Bridging personal family collections with city-wide historical 
narratives.
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Level 4 – The City: Preserving Structures and Stories

The Challenge:
Balancing preservation with 
progress—demolition pressure, 
urban growth, and aging 
infrastructure.

The Decision: 
Choosing which historic buildings, 
neighborhoods, and landmarks 
—as well as stories—that define 
Arlington’s identity for the future.
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Level 4 – The City: Preserving Structures and Stories

Practical Solutions:

- Historic landmark designations and community historical markers.

- Documenting sites before they disappear (photographs, surveys, 
deed histories).

- Civic engagement—how citizens and organizations partner to 
advocate for heritage.
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Level 4 – The City: Preserving Structures and Stories

● Buildings—yes, but much 
more!

● Neighborhoods & districts
● Street names
● Parks
● Schools
● Libraries
● Restaurants
● Stores, industries
● Societies, groups, & orgs

● Cemeteries
● Monuments & statues
● Historical Markers
● Museums
● Books, cookbooks, & maps
● Photos, artifacts, newspapers
● Scholarships & awards
● Traditions & celebrations
● Memories, stories, folklore, 

ideals…
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Today’s Choices, Tomorrow’s Legacy

The Shared Mission:
Whether organizing a binder at 
home, maintaining museum 
archives, or preserving a city’s 
legacy, we have to make 
decisions that impact the future.

The Final Takeaway: 
"A legacy is simply a collection of 
what we choose to give the 
future."
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“Against The Wind” by Bob Seger & The Silver Bullet Band

“Deadlines and commitments
What to leave in, what to leave 

out”
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Suggested Homework

● Determine what you want 
your legacy to be.

● Start somewhere & start now.
● Label photos.
● Organize your stuff—and 

downsize!
● Record an oral history.

● Make arrangements—wills, 
legal documents, final 
wishes, lists, and set aside a 
special box.

● Write your own obituary—no 
one knows your life and story 
better than you.
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A note about obituaries

● Written quickly and under 
stressful conditions.

● Sometimes with mistakes, 
and assumptions. Future 
researchers may need or 
want the info.

● Often routine and rigid. 
(Birth, upbringing, school, 
marriage, children, work.)

● Often the last surviving story 
of a person’s life and the 
basis of their legacy, 
especially to researchers.

● An obituary, headstone, 
photos, and a few keepsakes 
are often all that remain after 
we’re gone, ultimately 
defining our legacy.
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Recap

● A legacy is one's lasting 
impact that influences future 
generations.

● Bob Seger: “What to leave in, 
what to leave out”

● We can’t save everything.

● Less is more.
● Determine what you want 

your legacy to be.
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Preserving a Legacy
Collecting the Past for the Future

Questions & 
Comments?
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